872 peptonevp^peregrine 

pep-tone \'pcp-,t6n\ n [G pepton, fr.,Gk, t neut. of peptb*&?&ed) (1860) 
any 'of. various water-soluble products of partial hydrolysis of pro* 

' teins ** .V' , ^ 'V JJJ,l i ; - J ■* . w -.^ w - 

Pe*quot \*pe- t kwaty n [prob. modif. of Narraganset paguatahog 'destroy- 
ers] (1631). : a member of an American ' I hdiaiv people "of what is how 
eastern Connecticut - ™ { " ' "' " ' t!tl , 

»per AOpar\ prep [Li through i| by means of, by— more at for] (14c);j:l 
.:. ^by the means or agency of : through'^ bearer) 2 : with, respect to 

'every member of a specified- group : for each' '3': ; acwrdfng"to often 
used with as<as ^ instructions)^ '- *> 1 ■ l: .* Jt - ;il ^'j.*: -■:'< 

' usage Per occurs most* frequently in business' contexts; its use outside 

~\ sucn -contexts is often 1 criticized Dut ! is J quite widespread, 1 esp; in' sense 
• 2: Its mc^t ' common ' and' naturaJ nonbusiness uses* always involve 




per- prefix [U through, throughout, thoroughly. -to destruction;' fr: per] 
■I s -*: throughout : thoroughly (perehlbrinate) 1 2' a : 'containing the 
' largest possible or a relatively large proportion of a (specified) chemical 
element > (perchl6ride) i.b'i containing' an' element in. its highest or a 
high oxidation? state ^perchloric acid) - ^.-'.w * .v.* ,:>v.ri ..o.!</ 
iper*ad*ven*ture Vpar-ad-.ven^chw, 'per-r.por-aoV; iper-\ »adv [MR per 
aventurejfr. OF. by chance] an:/ta/cXl 3c) : perhaps, possibly v* 
: peradyenruren (15c) :^ doubt, chance i * v i it"M*\u <nsi- 
per.am-bu.late \p3-*ram-by>,lat\ vb -lathed: -lat*ing .[L- perambulatus, 
pp. of perambulare, fir. per-* through;^; ambulare to walk] vr ( 1 568) v -1 
: to travel over or through esp. on foot : traverse a2 : -to. make an 
official inspection of (a boundary) on foot; ~.vi :. stroll — per*am>bu> 
la»tion \yam-by>*la-sh3n\ n — per-am.bu»la'tO-ry Vram-by>l»- ( t6r-e, 
-,t6r-\<wfi ^ . '!.-•,'■ 

p^r-am^u^tor-Apa-'ram-bya-Jat-ar, /or, 2 a/sq j/pranvV (161 0,-1 
fcj^one that perambulates i: 2 chiefly Brtti^a baby carriage* * h > r - . ( n ^ 
per an.num \Qpar-'an-am\ adv[MLl (1601) : in or for each yauv v t 
perfborate V(%3r-'t>o6>)r- 1 at, .-TOfejr-V n [ISV] ( 1 88 1); : a salt that is,a 
com pound of a borate with~ hydrogen peroxide ? y ; ^ . \ ' . t ^ , - ^ ; 
percale \(^r!r , ka(i)l, 'parr,; Opar-TtalX n [Per pargalah]i 1621) : r a, fine 
, closely, woven. .cotton, cloth variously finished far.jclothingy sheeting, 
and industrial uses' ." \ /* T ' *~ . " * : '" : "' : "," . s ; "". .. ■ ' " '{ % 

* per.ca.llne Ypar-k^lMA n fF f fr. perca lei (ca. 1858) : a lightweight 
cotton fabric; esp a glossy fabric' used f or bookbindings " 1 ' 

per capita \0par- , kapr3t-aV. odv. or adj [ML, by beads] t r (l682)J 1 
.: equally to each ipdividuall;2 : 'peruhit of population':' ,by 'or for each 
person ,<the>ighest income per capita of any state in' the union) *. Jl * 
. j^r^fve \TOrr T s«v\ "vt perceived; perceiving [ME perceiven, fr. MF 
pcfre/vre.,fr;'L peiripe - re; fr.per- thoroiighry ;4 capere to- take f— more 
at per . heave] v ( 14c); 1 : 'to attain awareness' or understanding of 2 
: to become a ware of through' the senses; esp: see. observe — periceiT- 
able V'se-va-balK adj — pepceiv*ably \-ble\ adv ~ periceiV^er n '' : > ' 1 ' 
i percent \par-'sentVadv fearlier/er cenu fr^ per '+ L centum hundred — 
' more a t hundredU 1568):. in the hundred : of each hundred" 1 
^percent adj (nil) ,1 : reckoned on the basis of a whole divided into 
one hundred' parts : 2 : paying interest at a specified' percent J °* I *' J vi - j - 
^rcent h, pi percent or percents (1850) V 1 pi percent ■ a'i one part in a 
: hundred b : percentage <a ; large r* of his income) * 1 2 percents pi, Brit 
t securities bearing a specified rate of interest^ >• • y t i <; h .-mnu 
per<ent*age \par-'sent-ij\ n (I786)>) : a parr?6f & whole expressed 
\ * in hundredths b : the result obtained by multiplying a number by ; a 
percent : 2» a ; a share of winnings of profits - b : advantage profit 
<no in 'going around looking like an old sack oMaundry — Wallace J 
; • Stegner) . . 3 : an 'indeterminate part?: proportion , 4 a : - probabi ltty 

,b: favorable odds * % ■ ^.>. : •. i v--;.^ » ,•' * ry A ■! j vaii 

--d S >l per-cen.tlle.\p3r-fsen-,tn\ n [prob.-. fr. percent .+ -i/e (as in '9uarn7e)l 
fc^ (1885) : a value on a scale ofone hundred that indicates the percent of 
a distribution that is equal to or below it <a ~ score of 95 is a score 
•equal to or better than 95 percent ^ the scores) .rV 1 . / t ; ^ 
per cen*tum Xpar-'sent-amV n [perjS L centum] (1565) : percent. , " ; 
per-cept Vpar-^ept\ .n t p)ackTformation -fr.. perception] (1837) : an im- 
pression of an object obtained by use of the senses .sense-datum , , , 
per<ep-ti'b!e Vpar-'sep-to-balX adj (1603), : capable of being perceived 
esp. by, the senses <a ~ change in her tone) (the light became increas- 
ingly ~) — per*cep-ti*biM*ty V^ep-ta-.'bil-pt-eX; n — per^ep-ti-bly 

vw*\*/!!-.v,mt... ; .- .:^<i •: - ".>.^r> ^ ".i-j ^. 

SJTI PERCEPTIBLE, SENSIBLE. PALPABLE. TANGIBLE, APPRECIABLE, PONDERA- 
BLE mean apprehensible as real or existent, perceptible applies , to 
. what can be discerned by the senses often to a^minimal, extent; sensi' 
ble ( applies* to whatever ts , plearly. apprehended through , the senses or 
impresses itself strongly on the mind; palpable applies either to what 
has physical substance or to what is obvious and unmistakable; tangi- 
ble suggests k what is capable, of being Karidled or grasped both physi- 
cally and mentally; appreciable applies to what is distinctly, discern^ 
ible by, the senses or- definitely measurable;'; PONDErXble sugigests 
.''having definitely measurable* weight 1 or importance esp] las distin- 
guished fromeluding such determination: ' "^y f-i *•'?."" ^ 
per<ep*tion Vpsr-'sep-shanX n IV perception-, percept'io act of perceiving, 
fr. perceptus; pp. of percipere j(ca. 1611) 1 o£>s : consciousness 2. a 
: a v result of perceiving : observation b : a mental image ; concept 
3 * tt\ :' awareness of the elements of environment through ' physical 
sensatipn.<cplor r 5^) b : . physical sensation anterpreted in the light of 
experience 4a: quick; acute, and intuitive cognition : APPREaATidN 
b : a capacity for comprehension syn: see t discernment — per^cep- 
tidn^\-shn3l,.sh3n-n\c(i/' (l i ' ^r> • b~-*^ ^^ Jr ...^ 
per<ep*dTe Xpar-'sep-ti A adj (1656) 1 * 1 : responsive to sensory stimulus 
: discerning <a^ eye) 1 2' a: capable of or exhibiting keen percep- 
tion : observant <a ~ scholar), b : characterized ' by"' sympathetic 
understanding or insight — pepcep*tive>ly odv ^ per-cep*tive*iiess n ^ 
per^i>.tiv4.to \0^r-^Hiv-»t^e\n ^ ^ " 'i"'^^:^"' ; 
pepcep-tn^l \Qpar- , sep<n9(-w9)l, -Vpsh-wal\ ddjTL perceptus] (1878) 
: of, relating to. or involving' perception esp. ~in relation tcimmediate 
sensory experience — per.cep-tu.aMy \-e\ adv ., ... T ,. , 
Per-ce*val \'par-!»-v9l\ fi' [OF," modif, of MW Peredur] : a knight of 
King Arthur who wins a sight of the Holy Grail / (l f / > j ' - 1 . * » / ' -/. 
■perch Vt»rch\ n [ME percne, fr. MF, fr ; Xperfica : pp!e] (14c)/ 1 : a bar 
.or peg ,011. which something is hung.-2 Jt a : a roost. for. a bird^ b : a 



BEST AVAILABLE 



.resting place.or vantage point seat c : a prorflnlent. position, (his 
V as president) 3"\a chiefly Brit Crod,2 { b":>any of various units^of 
measure for stonework \ , : / » ^ , 'V I «' . r> V*vr !, • T:/"^ 

2p«rch W,(14c) ^to' alight; settle; or rest on. a perch, a height; or a pre^. 1 

: ibus spot "V vi i. to place on a pr— u u -- t " ™'- ----- 

^perch h. p/ perch orperch-es [1 _. 
pe'rke\\ akin to. O HG 7arb\c6lbred, 3 
small European fresh water f spiny,:. 
American ; fish j (P. flawscens) thai 

■'''an'u : n( r niifiisrniii fieVi»'/, 



. perhaps, possibly ' ' * ' " :i i \^ 7 '- V " : T lti 'i \? * " K >.->' iZi 1 ' 1 V 
PerKhe^rpn ^ar^h^ranV ^b^Vn [F]i(1875)-: ( any 'of a bre^ of'pow- ' 



erful rugged draft horses' that originated in 'the Periche region of France " 
per<hld.rate XOp^r-TcldXa^at, -^kl6(3)r-; -3t\ n HSV] (1826)':^ ialQ 
ester of perchloric acid - • . t , ( ^ t - - ' ■ S : .^lf ^ 





per<ip-i^nce \p3r ; Vr>:e-3na)s\ n (1768) : PERC^PtiON * ; <' 1 ^«3L,'? 

per>cip*i*ent'\-afit\- W/ [L ! percipient-, pejvipiensl prp^ot.pe 
ceiye] (1692) ^'.capable of or characterize by 1 perception : biscERNmn \ 
— percipient n^ 1 ;° ' 1 v v 1 - ; T ' ; ^ « : 1 - ^ l«j-<. j<r.r , 

Dermoid Vpr^oidX adj [deriW'of L perca perch] (1840).: of'o'r relating ^ 
to a very large suborderXPercoidea) of spiny-finned' fishes including the ".; 
true perches, sun fishes, sea basses, and sea brearhs t— percoid n\yi] "^i 1 

pcr^teteA^r-kaiJat,'^ : ky'3-\ "vb -lat^d; -laMng [L percolatus: ppfof 
percolareSfr. per- through w-. cbtare to sieve'Vmore at PER-, colander] 
vi (1626) -'1'-" a':, to cause (k solvent) to pass -through a permeable sW^ 
stahcc ? (as' a powdered 'drug) espV for extracting a soluble constituent^ , 
: to prepare (coffee) in a percolator 1 * 2 :"to be diffused thrdiiglji :\tEH&. 

, trate '^vi ' l^rto^ooze 'or trickle through' a penrieable' substanci ^ 

• I SEEP'/ y * ■* v/"*-* ^ - 

cent 3 
— Norman 
per-co-la.tor 

specif : *a~CUnccpvJi.: m wmtii uuujuu wmcr-nsing mrougn a iudc is ref "- . 
-peatedly deflected downward through a 1 perforated basket ; contaihmg ■ 
ground coffee beans to extract their essence . - 1 ^It^'-rM^ 

per contra \0)i»r- , kan:tr3\ adv [It, by the opposite side (of the' ledger)] 
(I554XU^ a :^on the contrary = b: by way of contrast v 2: as' an offset i / 
per cu*ri*am -decision \Qr«r-;k(y)ur-e :i am A n [ML per- curiam; lit!; by - 
the court] ?. ( 1 927) : ' a - very brief usul t unanimous decision of a v court * • 
rendered without elaborate discussion' *' s cmiv' 1 ' ■ *n. w .ijiU-JMf^-y ■ 
per-coss \p3r-*kas\ vr [L-percusnu] (1626) to tap sharply; esp : r to prac- 
tice percussion on / mH- / istd 
per<tis-sion \p3r- t k3sh-an\ n IV percussion', percussio,' fr.ipercussus>ippi%>W 
' of percutere-tp. beat; f r; per- thoroughly i + quatere. to ■ shake — more atf/ 
PER*, quash] ( 1 544) (!• 1' : . the: act- of percussing:; as a : the striking ttiiiv* 
r percussion cap so as to set off-the charge in a-firearm b : the beatings 
or striking of a musical instrument : c : the act or technique of tapping - " 
the surface of a body. part to learn the condition of the parts beneath<by 
the resultant sound 2 : the striking of sound on the ear 3 : ! percuss 




phone, or maraca) sounded by striking, shaking, or scraping;. , 
pcMUS-sion-lst \par-'kash-(3-)n3stVn.a939).::one skUled in the playing 
of percussion instruments \ -c : u - • ' . f ,r ' . * - , n\ 

per^us^lve Xpar-'kos-ivVad/ (1793) i l : of or relating to percussion;! ej^^ 
■i operative or operated by striking n 2:. having powerful impact ^ per^ I 
cus-sive»ly adv — per<us-sive-ness n >^ » \ > • • * ; - j j f'V£s ? ..iiB«X r 
perMni.ta-ne*ous \,par-kyu-'ta-ne-3s\ ady (1887)-: effected or . performed^ 
* through the skin per*cu*ta*ne<oas-ly adv n . r /l , . \ ; >. <\'Cf ~ : 

perrdie VUpw-'de, per-\ ; var o/pardie; ; , : i r , q i ■ A ^ 



for each: 4 



Pper^L'rn ^par-'Se^arn.'-'dlA adv [ML] (1520) : by the da^i 
r dayj*f\- _ -.*;■• , ; ."r . ,^<.-^ 'W iU:^ -a " - -17 1"^^' ' 

iper diem ad>(1809) . 1 abased bri.use or service by the day,: .daily^^ 
: paid by the day^ . . %V ■■,-■»"'■ » ■ r*^. ■ - /rf 

*per 4iem a P' per diems (1 8 1 2) K l>*: ■ a daily allowance., 2 : a daily fee4>> 
per*dirtion Apar-'dish-anX n [ME perdition, fr. LL perdition-, perditio, t ^J ■ 
. V perditus, pp. of perdere to destroy, fr. per- to destruction: + dare tof 
give,— more at; per-, date] (14c) a archaic i utter, destruction 
ods; loss -2 t i a:- eternal damnation t b: hell i r> -.v .. ; ^ P ,r-j i: ^;nr^ 
, per>Ai.or perdue Vpsr-Od^u. OparA n [F sentinelle perdue, lit.VlostB- 
' nel] pbs (1 591) : a soldier assigned to extremely hazardous duty^J % 



remaining out of sight it, ,-7; 



^r^fu^pr perdue \rjCT^ue\ a^JF^erdu.. masc., A'perdue, tern., Jr.'-ppi' 
perdurabitis, fF>X p^rdurdre t6,encXre, , 'fr." per« 

last'— niore t at; , during] ; (l4c) ; ,very, durable'.'^ per.du.ra.biM.ty 



of perdre to lose, fr. L perdereYO 
perKlu-ra-ble VOpar-'dly)^-; 



a-ble. fpar- 1» 
per-dure . \Q] 
dured; per*di 



"bil-atTC. ,p3r v -j»*ra-\ n 
lpQir-Vi(y)u(a)r\ W per- 



j;:^. 

troughout 4- durare, tdi^ 
le\— perHlu.ra.bil.i.ty 
perKlU'ra-bly \Opar : 'd(y)ir* 



^bair Wja-ra-V aaj [ME, fr.'MF, 
^ * thr ' * 



, , luning [ME perdurek fr. 
V perdurare] (15c) : to, continue to x ' 
r exist: last,-, . . M . , . ^ \' <t 
perKsgri.nate X'per-a-gra-^iatX < ; v6.> t ? f 
-nat-ed; -nat-ing vi(1593);: to travel/ 1 
,esp. on foot.:. walkV/*' W : to ? walk fl V f . 
or travel over : traverse — 




eign — more at pilgrim] (14c) 
: having a tendency to wander , . , , . . 
^peregrine > n ( 1555) : a swift 1 nearly . .. " " 
cosmopoHtan f ^.cdn. , (palco \ pere;' ^ *J « * ^ 




, peregrine^, j 



:gii>ius).that is much used iii'falconf 
pe.rei*on'\p3 :, ri- 1 anV i oV pcreK>n 
peraioun to transport, fr. pernios si I 
: to Gk pprbs riassage more at FA 
i metameres compnsing the thorax o 
pe*reio-pod \p'»-*ri->,pad\'or pcreo- 
(1893) : an appendage of the pereic 
^remo^tp>ry \p^'rem(p>;t(9f)reV*a< 
destrucave fr. peremptus, pp. of » 
per- to ^destruction,,-^ emere to talc 
: 4 putting' 1 ari end to or precluding 
Vnandamus)' ' b* J : Admitting of 
based bh absolute evidence) 5 Tx e: 
^ call} ,- (< 3..-. a : characterized, by 
assurance^iChbW i nsqlent ' of , late he 
Shak.), .,b*:; indicative i of a perempt 
"~ tone) <~ disregard of ah bbjecti 
to-ri-ly.Vrem^pVtWr^le; : ,rem(p; 
. ri'hess A- , rem(p)-'t(^)re^riM\, ri'" ; ;^' 
pe.ren.nate S'per-a-.riat, pVren-^tV 
pp. ; of, perennare n fr. .peren'nis] (ca. • 
season <a'i>eren/uiimg,rhizome)-—,f 
pe-ren*ni-al;\p»->en-e>3l\ adj [L, pet 
year,'^ more at per-, annual] ( 164 
year 2 : persisting for several yeai 
.from a-perennating, part ;asten 
: continuing without interruption 
or renewed : recurrent syn see < 
ni>al*Iy \ie-3-leVadv ( "i i i . >i^u 
iperfect)Vp3r-fikt\ adj pdEparfit, I 
ficere to carry out, perfect, fr. per- \ 
more at do] (l3c) y 1> a : being ent 
less <a ~ crime) b : satisfying all 
responding to' ah ideal standard or 
d :' faithfully r'eproducirigrthe origi 
gaily <, validi- *.-2 : expert, 1 PRbnciENi 
total b : lacking in no essential 
absolute unequivocal e :.fof an 
: mature; 5 : of, relating to, or coi 
expresses an action or state comph 
time spoken s of ■ 6bbsl a : certau 
of a musical interval :* belonging 1 1 
fifth, and octave which "retain their 
raised or lowered by a half stepib* 
a : sexually, mature arid fully differ 
nous <a ~ flower) per-fect-ness \ 

Syn PERFECT, WHOLE," ENTIRE, INT AC 

particular; perfect implies the soi 
part, element, or quality of a thir 
theoretical state; whole suggests a 
be sought/ gained, or regained;" 

• from integrity,* soundness; or coni 
" retention of perfection of a thing in 
^r.fect Vpw-Tfekt a£sb'*par-fik't\ vt 

• to make perfect : ; improve: refin 
'per.fect Vpar-fiktV n (1841) : the p 

verb form in the perfect tense ^ ,J 
per.feota{\pbr- , fek-t3\ r ''rt [AmerSp' 

(1967) : a system of betting (as on i 

pick the first and second place finis! 

— compare QUINIELA. trifecta 
perfect binding n (1926) : a book bi 

holds the- pages and cover togetl 

> baund\ad/ 

perfect game n (ca. 1949) , 1 : a base 
no hits; no runs, and no opposing bi 
in bowling in which a bowler gets K 

per*fect*ible Xpar-fek-ta-bbl also Va 
proverhent or perfection — per*re 
,p3r-fik-\ -•■ 

per.fec.tion \por-fek-sh3n\ n [ME / 
perfection-;, perfectio. fr. perfectus] 
being perfect: as a : freedom fron 
: maturity c: the quality or state 
plificatibn of supreme excellence b 
racy or excellence 3: the act or pn 

per.feotion.tsra \-sh»-,niz-3m\ h (ca. 
perfection of moral character, const 
theological doctrine that a state of 
earth 2 : a disposition' to regard ai 
ceptable — per*rec*rJon*lst \-snXi-)h: 

per-fec-tive \par- l fek-tiv also *p3r-fik- 
ing tolmake perfect b : becomini 
complete or as implying the notion i 
<~ verb) — perfective n — per*fec- 
per*fec-tiv*i*ty \par-.fek-*tiv-3t-€ also 

per.fect-ly \'par-fik-(t)le\ adv (14c) 
complete or adequate extent : quite 

perfect number n (15c) : an integer \ 
gra! factors including 1 but excludin 

per.fec*to \par-fek-Qt6\ n. pi -tos [S| 
cigar that, is thick m the middle an 
end , 

perfect participle n (1862) : past par 
perfect pitch n (1949): absolute pit* 
perfect square n (ca. 1936) : an intef 

<9 is a perfect square because it is the 
perfect year n (ca. 1909) : a comrnor 

385 days in the Jewish calendar - : f , 
per*fer*vid \Qpar-f ar-vad, l par-\ ad, 

oughly + fervidus fervid] (1856) : n 

ated emotion : excessively fervent 
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